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Style for Life 

Our experienced Design Consii Itants ofler prof essional advice and can provide the perfect 
solution for your decorating needs. Whether you are designing a new home or commercial space, 
expanding to support agrowing family or modernuing a dated look, we have the flooring, 
window fashions and accessories to fityoor lifestyle, 

For more information on the photos above, visit our website. 
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Good Old Summertime 

Who doesn't love this time of year? 
It's a season for the senses.The smell of 
flowering things and freshly cut grass; 
the sounds of happy kids shrieking in 
the sprinkler, the tantalizing aroma of 
a steak grilling on the barbeque? More 
precisely, how about flank steak with 
charred corn salad {pg. 62)? 

Walking the neighbourhood renews 
our conversations with neighbours and 
even weeding the garden gets us back 
in regular commune with the earth. 
If you don't have room in your own 
back yard, you can still gather with like- 
minded green thumbs in community 
gardens (pg. 56). 

Speaking of earth, several features in 
our summer issue will get you thinking 
about our green motivations. What 
prompts you to live differently? Ethics 
and values? Saving money? A gentle 
footprint? We look at a variety of ROI 
(return on investment) options in the 
pursuit of a greener lifestyle. See stories 
on page 36 and 46. 

We all know that xerlscaping is a 
fantastic way to landscape if you want 
a water-saving low maintenance yard The 
Buhr family in Martensville puts that idea 
on steroids (pg. TO). When you've got 
your yard just how you like it, check 
out our piece on outdoor furniture (pg. 
22) so you have the best vantage point 
from which to admire your work. 

We've even added a survival kit of 
information on fending off that most 


notorious summer visitor: the mosquito 
(pg. 23). If you're not into just swinging 
at mosquitoes, how about swinging 
a club instead?The satisfying thwack 
of a golf ball launching from the tee 
box can be music to your ears; we're 
talking in your own backyard (pg. 41). 

Want to know more about the elusive 
succulent plant family?Take a look at 
the story starting on page 17 where we 
talk about howto bring these beautiful 
plants into and around your home.This 
story is a personal favourite of mine, 
and check out page 18 (go on, you can 
do it now.,.) this is a photo of the 'living 
wall' In the front entry of my own home. 

I just hung it up recently and am very 
excited about how it adds life to my 
decor - quite literally. 

We're proud to bring you this stack of 
summertime reading. As always, we'd 
love to hear from you. If you are green 
or convenience motivated, and want to 
read a digital copy (and all back issues) 
of our magazine, we've got an app for 
that! Go to the App Store or online at 
our website (www.saskatoon-home.ca). 

In the meantime, bask in the glory 
that is Saskatoon summer and we'll 
see you again this fall. 

AMANDA SOULODRE 
OWNER & PUBLISHER 


Suggestions? Comments? Questions? Want to see 
badi issues of HOME? Visit www.saskatoon-home.ca 
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GRASS WOOD 


ESTATES 

A UNIQIJE AND LUXURIOUS ACREAGE DEVELOPMENT 

Offering a Country Lifestyle, Minutes from the City. 


Lots Starting at $274,900. Now Selling. 


LARGE ESTATES 
2.10 ACRES - 4.57 ACRES 

■ Truly an awesome location, 10 minutes 
from downtown, with ail the amenities 
at nearby Stonebridge. 

• Adjacent to South Carman Park Schooi 
and Casa Rio East- 

■ Beautifui naturai iandscape with many 
iots suitable for walkouts. 

• Serviced lots with city water, naturai 
gas, power and telephone. 




306-227-8552 


www.grasswoodastates.ca 































































READER PANEL 


Thank You To Oiu* Summer Issue Reader Panel 





Erin Taman Athmer 

Communications Manager, 
Saskatchewan Research Council 






Teresa Soulodre 

Office Manager, Globe Printers Ltd 



INTERESTNG STORIES, SELECTED BY INTERESTING PEOPLE 


Saskatoon HOME is proud to present 
our Summer 2013 Reader Panel - people 
from Saskatoon who helped us select 
the stories for this issue. 

We are dedicated to Saskatoon content. 
There are lots of great things to write about 
- but which subjects will most interest our 
readers?To help us make that decision, 
we first create a list of possible story 
ideas. We give them to our reader panel 


for their individual feedback and ranking, 
then compile the results to determine 
our final story list. 

You don't need any special skills to 
be on our panel, and the time required 
is minimal. The only qualification is 
your sincere opinion as a reader.Your 
single task will be to look at the story 
suggestions and rank them in order of 
your preference. 1 


If you would like more information 
on being on a future reader panel, 
email info&saskatoon-home.ca 
with the subject line 'Reader Panels 

We look forward to your interest 
-and your opinion! 
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Retro is great! Unless it’s your 

heating & cooling equipment. 


It pays to be efficient. 

Whether you're planning a retrofit or the construction of a new 
commercial building, incentive programs for the installation 
of hIgh-efficiency furnaces, boilers and rooftop units make 
efficiency affordable. 

Visit saskenergyxom or contact a participating 
SaskEnergy Network Member today for more Information, 


SaskEnergy 
Network Member 


Sasl£neig^ ** 
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ATMOSPHERE 

DESIGN LOUNGE 





INTERIOR DESIGN EURNITURE DECOR EABRIC WALLPAPER LIGHTING ART 
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HABriAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE 


Habitat for Humanity ReStore 

REINVIGORATE YOUR RENOVATIONS WITH RESTORE 



Pf)oto Courtesy: Jessica Starozuk 


When you're renovatmg, 
finding the right price on the 
materials you need is critical 
to staying on budget. Luckily, 
it's easy to be a bargain 
hunter in Saskatoon with 
an outlet like Habitat for 
Humanity's ReStore. 

Smart renovators know 
where to find the best deals, 
and Restore is a place that 
shrewd shoppers flock to. 
Plus, not only can you save 
money, you can also find 
unique items that aren't 
available anywhere else. 

Restore stocks furniture, 
home accessories, building 
materials, and appliances, 
and buying from this home 
improvement outlet is a 


surefire way to give your 
home character, or find the 
right materials to fit your 
character home. 

The outlet resells new and 
used building materials and 
home furnishings that are 
donated from manufacturers, 
commercial builders, malls, 
restaurants, hotels, schools, 
and individuals. Proceeds 
from the ReStore supports the 
work of Habitat for Humanity 
Saskatoon. 

It's like a thrift store for 
building materials, with some 
feel-good benefits. You get the 
thrill of finding a bargain, and 
the satisfaction of knowing 
you're making a difference, 
both for the environment, 


and for your own community. 

The trend of building or 
renovating homes using 
recycled materials continues 
to grow. Companies like Braid 
Flooring and many others 
around Saskatoon send their 
extra product to the ReStore 
which can then be sold to the 
public. Every year the ReStore 
diverts 250 tons of product from 
the landfill, making it one of 
Saskatoon's biggest recyclers. 

Most everyone has heard 
of Habitat for Humanity as a 
non-profit that helps create 
homes for low income 
families, but the ReStore 
is also making a name for 
itself.There are 825 Habitat 
for Humanity Restores in the 


U.S. and Canada. 

There are some amazing 
finds waiting for you. Just 
search "ReStore'^ on the 
online ideabook creator 
Flouzz, and you'll see all the 
creative ways people have 
used what they've found 
at Restores across North 
America. 

Ashfeigh Mattem 


8 Saskatoon HOME 


SUMMER 2013 















Enjoy your HOME 

AWAY FROM HOME. 



Available on the 

w AppStore 


Download our FREE App and read the current issue or 
over 20 back issues on your iPhone or iPad through the Newsstand. 



magazine 


Search 'Saskatoon HOME magazine' in the App Store today! 
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LIKE A DESERT OASIS 


Tucked away on a quiet 
Martensville crescent is a 
home that upon first glance 
looks similar to others on 
the block. Look closer and 
the differences become more 
obvious.The Buhr family's 
yard is almost completely 
mai ntena nce-free. 

Three years ago when 
Russ Buhr was building his 
new home, he knew that he 
wanted a low maintenance 
yard. His family lived on an 
acreage for years, and there 
was constantly a long to-do 
list to keep up the landscape, 
leaving little time to enjoy 
the fruits of his labour. Russ 
decided the only tool he 
wanted to wield in his new 
yard was a garden hose. 

As owner of StoneTemple 
Decorative Concrete (STDC), 
Russ had a lot of creative 
ideas and all the materials 
he needed. In 2011, one year 
after the home was built, 
his low maintenance yard 
was completed in just a 
few short weeks. Coloured 
rock spread around much 
of the yard proved too hard 
to walk on, so the following 
summer the Buhrs switched 
to artificial turf, which was 
laid in just one day. "We 
save on water and gas for 
the lawnmower^ says Russ, 
"and it's always green.'' 

Perhaps the most unique 
element of this hands-free 
property is a variety of cacti 
in the front and back yards. 
At a car show in Phoenix, 
Russ discovered a company 
called Desert Steel, makers 
of raw galvanized metal 
cacti. Each is individually 
hand crafted, and is 
intended to realistically 
represent natural cacti that 
cannot grow in our climate. 
The cacti have been treated 
with an acid to produce 
unique colours and they age 


naturally in the elements. In 
fact, their weathered realism 
increases over time. 

Russ also imported 
glass reinforced concrete 
from a supplier in the U.S. 
in its raw state, which 
STDC makes into boulders 
and planters. These faux 
boulders and planters can 
easily be moved around 
the yard, since they are 
lightweight. To look more 
natural, Russ stained 
each one to blend into 
the landscape. 

When it came to the 
concrete for their home, 
in both the front and back, 
Russ wanted to highlight a 
few different techniques. 

On his driveway, he 
installed fractured cypress 
slate, with subtle two-foot 
wide borders in stone. 
Long-treaded stairs are a 
signature design of STDC 
and Russ uses these in both 
front and back. Seamless 
textured concrete simulates 
pieces of stone with broken 
rock edges.This makes for 
a unique look and better 
blends the stairs into 
their landscape. 

The concrete in the 
backyard has the same 
seamless veiny-look of 
fractured earth also used 
beside the garage. Along 
with the fun pops of red 
found in a few areas 
around the Buhrs' yard, 
different natural shades 
of concrete look similar 
to multi-coloured natural 
rocks. Colours range from 
stone grey to black to russet 
red to browns with a bit of 
platinum grey. 

These shades are the 
latest trend towards neutral 
colours that most closely 
mimic nature. Gone are the 
once popular terra cottas and 
orange-browns. 
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Treat Yourself 
To The Suite Life 


Long and Short Term 
Executive Suites 


OSASA, Suites Corporate Housing Experts, [ocated in 
Saskakhewan, specializes in providing furnished 
corporate accommodations for Government Travel, 
empioymeni Relocation, Insurance Placement Short 
Terms Stays. Summer/Col lege Interns, and 
Professional Travelers across the country. 


QUr prafeSsional friendly staff will help yqu chodSe 
one, two or three bedroom fully furnished apartment 
honfies. Our flexible rental options allow you to 
choose from thirty day, temporary rentals, or long 
term extended stay reniaJs. 


Voor Home Away From Home! 

WWW. 0 BAS AS u ites. com 
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Instead more timeless 
natural colours are what 
STDC installs in many 
recent projects. 

Having a natural-looking 
low maintenance yard can be 
simple even in our climate, 
as long as it is properly 
planned and designed. 
Russ stresses when opting 
for a low maintenance yard 
like his, to '"always plan 
for adequate slopes so 
that drainage moves away 
from your home." He also 
recommends homeowners 
to get a professional designer 
involved, especially for larger- 
scale yard projects. 

Russ credits his friend and 
mentor Bob Harris in Tern pie, 
Georgia, for inspiration. Bob 
used to work for Disney and 
was constantly challenged 
to create unique and realistic 
looking concrete projects. 
He now runs the Decorative 
Concrete Institute in the U.S., 
and provides his expertise 
to Russ and many others 
in the industry. Russ has 
successfully achieved what 
he set out to build only a 
few short years ago: 



A seamless veiny-look concrete was selected 
beside the garage and in the backyard. 



Russ stained the glass reinforced concrete 
boulders to blend naturally with his yard. 
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LIKE A DESERT OASIS 



NEW and REFRESHING 


Exclusivefy built cabinets 

used in all Haven custom homes. 


Ask about Haven s unique 

SIGNATURE SERVICE. 


iBUILDERS INC. 


306-382^667 


Addition^i lots and luxury 
homes currently available in 
Rosewood and Evergreen. 


fi29 46thi Street West 
WWW. b ulUd trzx a 





Save Time and rotohey 


I'lafi' ' .f] 

No Mowing • No Watering • No fV^jaintenarreel- 
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Turf 




I H Giv«ri !tti6 Thuitib^ up by- r^TRUSTED 




gUfectturfarass-ca 261 -7392 
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LIKEA DESERT OASIS 


a nearly nnaintenance-free 
yard that showcases his 
talents.The ultimate pay-off 
is that he enjoys more free 
time outdoors in hfs yard. 

Russ has just one more 
project he wants to complete 
- glass railings behind the 
BBQ for wind protection and 
a bit of added privacy and 
elegance. After that, their 
low maintenance yard will 
be done. Instead of pulling 
out the lawnmower this 
summer, Russ will put his 
feet up amongst his always- 
green lawn and metal 
cacti. He can relax in his 
southwestern desert on his 
quiet crescent in the heart of 
the prairies, if) 


Aviva lack 
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Don't wait until tomorrow call McMorrow today! 

(306)244-9734 

2207 1st Ave. N. Saskatoon E: mcmorrow@'saskteLnet www.rrtcmorrowconstruction.ca 
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& Region 

Home Builders"'" 
Association, Inc. 
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RogerVal Here loves succulents 
and calls them ""the diamonds 
of the desert" While he 
appreciates their multifaceted 
beauty, he also admires their 
toughness and agrees they 
really are the cockroaches 
of the plant world. In a good 
way. Roger shares his addiction 
with hundreds of like-minded 


enthusiasts by teaching the 
creation and care of a 'living 
wall/ a hanging frame, suitable 
for garden room wall or fence, 
planted with a collection of 
succulents in all its glory. 

"Once you get hooked, 
you will never have enough/' 
says Roger, who recalls 
an inauspicious start to 


his succulent collection. 
As a kid, he was given a 
couple sempervivum (Hen 
and Chicks) for weeding a 
neighbour's garden. Today 
with 1500 different varieties of 
succulents in their commercial 
greenhouses 15 minutes from 
Saskatoon, Roger and his 
partner have one of the largest 


collections in Canada. They 
say 'collection^ in the same 
way others refer to paintings 
or sculpture. To them, each 
succulent is a work of art. 

Pretty and Practical 

"We just love succulents" 
Roger says. "They're easy to 
care for and practically I©' 
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TOUGH GUY SUCCULENTS 


bug free. They thrive on 
neglect. They are charming. 
After a season of long hot days 
and cool nights, they put on 
a breath-taking fall show of 
spectacular colour." 

There's a practical side to 
this hardy plant. Succulents 
last a very long time. Cut roses 
will last about two weeks in the 
right conditions. But "a bowl 
of succulents will grow as long 
as you care for it. So there 
is good value and longevity 
in your succulent purchase/ 
Roger explains. 

''Kindness kills and some will 
die if there's not enough light or 
too much water.They're hardy 
and there's a part of a succulent 
that wants to live forever. So 
even when the parent plant 
dies after a few years, it sends 
out pups^' Pups? "Well, chicks.'" 
Roger laughs, "The hen, the 
parent, will send out little 



The 'Mivrng wair succulent planter (centre) is a wonderful way 
to display your collection of succulent plantings either in your 
home or garden. Surrounding the living wall are 3 varieties of 
air plants nestled in wait pots (pots bought at Wilson's Garden 
Centre, air succulents purchased at Solar Gardens). 
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TOUGH GUY SUCCULENTS 


shoots that you can pinch off 
and start new plants.They're 
begging for the pups to leave 
home and start spreading. 
They know they will die so 
their purpose is to send out 
new shoots."' 

Living Wall Art 

"We first saw living walls in 
Europe about 10 years ago" 
explained Roger.The trick to 
creating a frame of succulent 
plantings to hang on the wall is 
not to overthink the placement 
of the plants. A one-inch chick 
will easily grow to be a three 
inch plant during the season, 
so leave room for spread. 

There are various types 
of frames available. Roger's 
favourite is a sloped variety 
with slotted pockets that allows 
drainage without losing soil. 
It comes with a metal bar for 


mounting and an irrigation 
system. Normally, rainfall will 
suffice, but the plants can be 
monitored and watered only 
when completely dry. 

In autumn take the plants 
(if they are perennials like 
hen and chicks) out of the 
pockets and replant in sandy, 
well draining soil in the rock 
garden or flowerbed right up 
to November 1. Roger advises 
taking off the first six to eight 
inches of topsoil and replacing 
it with sandy soil. Make sure 
they have lots of snow cover 
for insulation. More tropical 
succulent varieties can be 
taken in to live life as 
houseplants for the winter. 

Sempervivum are usually 
the first up in spring. You can 
pinch off the pups/chicks and 
use them to start a new living 
wall frame. Prepare the I®' 


One of many ways you can display an air 
succutent in your home decor. 





This "air ptant'^ doesn't need soil to survive and 
retrieves its moisture and nutrients through its leaves. 
In nature it uses its sparse roots to anchor itself to a 
tree, rock or some other perch. In your home it can be 
displayed on a shelf or in a glass terrarium. 


I 



Turn your stainless steel 
ideas into reality! 


Come visit us at GIOASIst Street East 

TO Tex Kiassen 

Saies & Metai Fabrication 

Ph; (306) 934-7G0Q 

texJclassenccfTi 
sa xk I as se n. com 
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TOUGH GUY SUCCULENTS 


pockets in the frame and start 
the chicks right in the pocket. 
Frames can be populated with 
any succulent or plant.You'll 
never hear this from Roger, but 
there's no rule against putting 
petunias, marigolds or other 
plants in your Living Wall 
frame. Just don't mix them 
with succulents since they 
require much more water. 

Determined to Live 

''Succulents have been 
on Planet Earth for about 
six million years and they've 
survived in the desert in the 
most stringent conditions/' 
Roger says with obvious 
admiration. "When they get 
a little rain, and in the fall 
when they colour up, they're 
like beautiful diamonds." 

Karin Melberg Schwier 
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ROGER'S TIPS ON CARING 
FOR YOUR SUCCULENTS 





Photos Courtesy: Soiar Gardens - The Li\/ing Art Company 


• Don't fuss too much! 

« Usesandy well drained soil. 

• Don't overwater. Biggest mistake of 
novice succulent growers. 

• March to early September - water in 
small amounts when soil is dry and 
pot is light. 

« September to late April - water more 
infrequently, only when soil dry and 
pot is light. 

• Water pot in sink and let excess drain. 

• Keep pots in full sun year round. 
They're desert lovers after all. 

« Fertilize (1 round tsp. of 20-20-20 
dissolved in 2 galions of water for a 
10 inch pot) 

• Should a bloom attract aphids, use 
a systemic pesticide like EndAII (a 
green product). 

• Did we mention don't fuss too much? 
Babying kills. 

ROGER^S MOST POPULAR 
FAVOURITES: 

• Sempervivum Hen & Chicks 

• Echeveria Lola 

« Echeveria Perle Von Nurnberg 

• Kalanchoe Flipping Flapjacks 
(or Paddle Plant) 

• Euphorbia tirucalli Firesticks 
(or Pencil Cactus) 



frcuvU 

If 

40^ 

for your ^yle/ 

|h FRAMING 

Turning Memories Into Masterpieces 

Grosvenor Park Centre 

Corner of 8th Street & Preston Ave. 

Tel: 306-373-6777 

www.saskatoon.framingartcentre.com 
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OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

BEST SEAT (NOT) IN THE HOUSE 


'Outdoor furniture' used to 
mean a wooden ptcnic table 
and two benches. All you had 
to worry about was slivers. 
Today consumers choose from 
a wide variety of materials, 
styles, pnce points, and quality 
ranges. We asked Michael Leier, 
manager, SteelMet Decor, to 
offer our readers some advice 
for furnishing outdoor spaces. 

"Determine the look you 
want firsC Michael advises. 
"Wood? Iron? Aluminum? 
Recycled plastic? Ratl:an?You'll 
find lower to higher end quality, 


low prices to more expensive 
in each. Manufacturers may 
use hollow tubing instead of 
solid components to drop the 
price point. Understand what 
you're buying." 

Considerations: 

Wood: Has character, but 
needs upkeep. May absorb 
water, freeze, crack, and dry out 
in the sun. Needs to be sealed, 
stained or painted annually. 

Cast Iron: Wrought iron has a 
great handcrafted look. Durable 
but will rust even if painted. 


Can hold the temperature and 
may burn. 

Cast Aluminum: Can look and 
feel like wrought iron. Weathers 
well and many higher end 
brands are resistant to rust. 
Radiates heat Good cast 
aluminum should be a heavier 
weight. Outdoor Lifestyle is 
one of the only companies 
that warranties against freeze 
damage. 

Plastjc/Resin: Cheaper plastic 
degrades and gets brittle in 
the sun and cold. Good quality 
plastic holds up and is heavier. 


Products made to look like 
real wood. 

Rattan: Lower end more wood- 
based with woven elements. 
Higher end cast aluminum 
framing with composite plastic 
weaving won't fade or lose colour. 

High end products should 
last 15-20 years. It may be 
false economy to buy cheap 
now and have to replace it in 
five years. Check what bolts 
and connectors are made 
out of even if the body is 
rust proof aluminum. Use 
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OUTDOOR FURNITURE 


the heft test: a chair with a 
15-year warranty and one with 
a 5-year should look and feel 
noticeably different. 

''In Saskatchewan, good 
outdoor furniture ideally should 
withstand 50 belowto 50 above;' 
Michael says. ''It has to be in the 
sun, rain, snow, ice, all possibly 
in the sanneday!'' 

Extending the life and look 
of lower quality furniture is 
possible by storing it out of 
the elements. Harsh sun and 
extreme temperatures are death 
knells for cheaper furniture. 

Consider the cushions. 
Sun-proof, machine-washable 
covers and water and mildew 
resistant covers and batting 
are ideal. For less expensive 
cushions, keep out of the 
elements when not in use. 

Whatever you choose, find 
out whether a warranty is 
held with the manufacturer 
or the retailer. The better the 
product, the better and longer 
the warranty [as in double-digit 
years, not single digit months). 
The retailer should happily 
provide a copy. Staple it to your 
receipt and bring it back should 
you ever have a problem, 

Karin Meiberg Schwier 



Photo Cchuitesy'.- Outdoor Ufestyle 


THE SUMMER SWAT TEAM - Ideas to Keep Mosquitoes at Bay. 

No matter how inviting your OLrtdoor furniture, a diabolical winged beast can hold it all 
hostage. During Saskatchewan summers, mosquitoes see you as a walking buffet To fend off 
the diners-and reduce West Nile risk-we asked a pharmacist and Health Canada for options: 

DEET (DIETHYL-META-TOLUAMIDE): 

The most effective repellent available on the Canadian market, an excellent safety record 
when used appropriately. Higher concentrations don't work better, but last longer. DEET 
10% lasts 2-3 hours whereas DEET 30% can last up to B. Concentrations not to exceed 30% 
for adults; 10% for children 6 months to 12 years old. Use 10% OEET up to 3 times daily for 
2to 12yearolds and once daily for children 6 months to 2 years old. Do not use DEET on 
children under 6 months old. 

P-MENTHANE 3.8’DIOL: 

Also known as lemon eucalyptus oil. Provides up to two hours of protection, but should 
not be used on children under three years of age. Apply up to 2 times a day. 

SOYBEAN OIL 

A two per centblocker repellent provides protectionfor 3.5 hours. No age restrictions or 
limitations on frequency. 

CITRONELLA: 

Registered products protect people for 30 minutes up to two hours. Not to be used on 
infants or toddlers. 

A CAUTIONARY NOTE: 

Avoid sunscreen/bug repellent combinations. Sunscreens should be applied more often and 
more liberally than insect repellents. If you need both, apply the sunscreen 20 minutes before 
the repellent. 

OTHER UNORTHODOX SUGGESTIONS: 

These aren't endorsed, but some people swear by spritzing vanilla extract on exposed skin 
or applying it to pulse points. Others spray on a half-and-half mix of Listerine and household 
vinegar, or dab on some Vick's VapoRub. Tuck Bounce dryer sheets in your pockets or 
waistband. Some antisocial diehards make a paste of fresh garlic to dab on skin. 

PLANTS AS REPELLANTS: 

Lemon Thyme, Citronella, Lavender, Basil, Catnip, Pennyroyal, Tansy, Marigolds. Place 
these potted plants around your yard. Crush a few leaves and rub on your skin, then 
sprinkle them in the area or soak In water. Spray deck and patio. 

MOSQUITO PILL: 

Invented in Calgary and newto Saskatoon, there is a pillthatpeopleingestto ward off mosquitoes ^ 

and other bugs called Mozi-Q.This alternative is available at Nutter's, Nature's Health Centre, 
and Remedies Natural Foods. 

AVOID THEM: 

Stay indoors during dawn and dusk. Wear long sleeved, 
light coloured shirts and pants. Change water often 
in paddling pools, dog dishes, birdbaths. Drain 
stagnant water. Cut grass. And swat. 
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BUILDING A WELL-MANNERED INFILL HOUSE 


Older established neigh¬ 
bourhoods have a lot going 
for them.TheyYe closer to 
the heart of the city, more 
walkable, and often more 
well-treed and attractive. As 
cities grow bigger, building in 
older neighbourhoods Is an 
important step to help curb 
urban sprawl. But building 
a home in an established 
neighbourhood can be more 
costly than building In a new 
suburb and there are many 
considerations to think about 
in order to "fit in." 

Saskatoon is currently one 
of the only remaining major 
Canadian cities without any 
residential infill guidelines, 
but that is about to change. 
The city has initiated a 
process to determine these 
guidelines, and Mark Bobyn, 
owner of Design Build Inc., 
is one of the people helping 
to shape that process. 

The guidelines will not 
be a "be all, end all" rule 
book, says Bobyn, but rather 
a basic set of principles for 
designers to keep in mind. 
Bobyn has been exploring 
the best practices of building 
in older neighbourhoods for 
years, and has incorporated 
many of those Ideas into his 
most recent home design at 
520 Seventh Street. 

1. Be a Gaod Neighbour 

Building in an old neigh¬ 
bourhood is all about creating 
a well-mannered home. 
Bobyn says designers owe 
it to the neighbourhood 
to complement and even 
enhance what exists already 
through the new building's 
form. 

In older neighbourhoods, 
you find design elements 
intended to create human 
interaction: porches, a number 
of windows on the face of 
the house, no garages at the 
front, shorter fences, and a 


smaller distance between the 
front of the house and the 
sidewalk. 

"The biggest complaint you 
hear about new construc-tion 
in older neighbourhoods is 
the lack of consideration for 
how the house fits in with 
Its neighbouring houses," 
says Bobyn. 

Those design elements 
that create human Interaction 
also have a practical purpose: 
surveillance. 

Keep safety in mind when 
planning your landscape. 
A low fence - or a semi 
transparent fence, such as 
the lattice fence at the Seventh 
Street house-will encourage 
incidental contact with your 
neighbours, and help them 
keep an eye on your yard 
when you're not around. 

2. Make the Scale Look Smaller 

Homes built today are 
bigger than they were at the 
beginning of the 1900s when 
most of the homes in Nutana 
and Buena Vista were built. 

"Scale plays a very 
Important role In this," Bobyn 
says. "Given the pressures to 
create larger homes, you need 
to be innovative in the design 
process to make the scale of 
the home look smaller." 

The roof on Bobyn's two- 
storey house is turned so the 
main roof faces the street, and 
the roof line comes all the 
way down to the first floor, 
creating the appearance of a 
one-and-a-half-storey home. 
The house also sits lower on 
the lot, resulting In fewer 
steps between the interior 
and landscape. 

Bobyn also suggests 
avoiding large, blank side 
wails. 

"Reduce the height and 
width of your side walls, and 
break them up into several 
different planes. Give them 
more detail and function 
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BUILDING A WELL-MANNERED INFILL HOUSE 



such as side entrances, 
windows, roof canopies, 
chimneys, and more interesting 
material details'" 

2 . Be Smart About Square Footage 
In addition to creating an 
illusion of a smaller house, 
designers can actually cut 
down on square footage 
by spending more time 


considering the layout of 
the house. 

'Tou can reduce a 2,000 
square foot home down to 
1,700 square feet, or even 
1,600 square feet, and have 
it work just as well and feel 
similar," says Bobyn. 

Occupying the space created 
by the roof of a house is one of 
the best ways to bring down 


the size and scale without 
sacrificing square footage. 
In most newer homes, large 
roof trusses are set on top 
of the living space, creating 
unusable space where many 
traditional home designs had 
lofts or bedrooms. 

You can also focus on making 
your basement space more 
welcoming. For example, the 


house on Seventh Street has 
an eight-foot basement with 
big windows and large window 
wells so you can see more, and 
more natural light can get in. 

4. Pay Attention to Detail 

The Seventh Street house 
blends in so well with the 
neighbourhood, a casual 
observer might think it's a 
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BUILDING A WELL-MANNERED INFILL HOUSE 


renovation. The large front 
windows are broken down 
into snnaller segments, as 
with many of the houses on 
the street. The steeper roof 
pitch is similar in design to 
the houses around it. 

"I didn't feel the need to 
replicate the exact era, but 
I wanted to make it feel 
comfortable to the era around 
it/' Bobyn says. 

Houses in these older neigh¬ 
bourhoods were built at a time 
when there was more pride 
in ownership. A lot of time 
and energy went into building 
those homes, and Bobyn says 
you shouldn't cut corners in 
terms of trying to fit in today. 

"Take your time to create 
a well-mannered house" he 
says. "You owe it to your 
neighbourhood." 

Ashieigh Mattem 
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The challenge sat in the 
room like an elephant. How 
to renovate a 100-year-old 
character home and add a two- 
story addition, while finding 
ways to maintain the home's 
character, reuse products and 
be energy efficient? One bite 
at a time. 

Impact Construction was 
up to the task. Gerald 
Audit, President of Impact 
Construction and his team are 
experts in character homes. 
''Due to our experience, we 
knew the challenges to look 
out for in this character home, 
but every project is unique," 
says Gerald. "We love -1 mean 
love - renovating and solving 
problems." 

Impact Construction offers 
their top bite-size tips for 
renovating character homes: 

Safety First 

Knob and tube wiring was 
a standard in homes until the 
1930s. Remove all knob and 
tube to improve safety and 
bring home up to code. Don't 
try this yourself. Ensure your 
contractor or electrician has 
experience working with this 
form of electrical wiring. 

Refinish or Replicate 

When the unique charac¬ 
teristics of an original door or 
trim speak to you - answer. 
If a door Is in good shape, 
consider refinishing and 
reusing the door. It's an 
instant conversation starter. 
Or, as Impact Construction 
did, create custom trim to 
replicate the original. 

Use Efficient Censtruction 
Techniques 

Increase the energy 
efficiency of your home, by 
using double 5/8" drywail on 
exterior walls and 2" x 6" studs 
on interior walls - boosting 
your home's insulation and 
fire rating. 
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HOW DO YOU EAT AN ELEPHANT? 



Recycle Kitchen 

''Sell old countertops, and 
cabinetry instead of seeing 
thenn fill our landfills and gain 
additional spending money" 
says Gerald. Used cabinets can 
be sold on online classified 
sites such as kijiji.ca. "Or 


reuse them in a basement 
bar or donate to Habitat 
for Humanity's ReStore^ 
recommends Gerald. Simply 
take your kitchen apart the 
same way you put it up, one 
screw at a time. Pieces of 
kitchen cabinets can also be 


repurposed to be used as garage 
workbenches or in laundry 
rooms for extra storage. 

Fix Aliy Damage First 

Ensure the sou rce of a ny mold 
or damage is repaired before 
finishing.The most cost-effective 


time to fix a problem is before 
the renovation has begun. 

Light for Efficiency 

Use natural lighting, such as 
skylights and large windows to 
light spaces naturally. Just be 
sure to choose energy efficient 




Want to build a greener, more sound¬ 
proof, energy-efficient, net-zero home? 

LOGiX 
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HOW DO YOU EAT AN ELEPHANT? 


options such as triple low E 
windows. 

Prepare for Surprises 

"There are always surprises!'^ 
explains Gerald. -'Budget an 
extra 10 to 20%. It is how a 
surprise is taken care of that will 
indicate the project's success.'^ 

ICF Teclinology a Good Option: 

Lower energy bills. Lower 
maintenance. Gain a home 
that's healthier to live in, and 
easier on the environment.Too 
good to be true? Not so. ICF 
systems offer this and more. 
Insulated Concrete Form (ICF) 
technology use concrete forms 
that are built in the shape of 
the exterior of the house, 
reinforced with steel and 
filled with foam - creating 
a continuous layer of foam 
insulation. 

Ensure Contractor's Experience 
with Similar Projects 

Character homes come 
with their own quirks. Be 
sure to find a contractor with 
experience. Look at similar past 
jobs and ask for those specific 
references. 

After following the above 
tips, under the critical 
supervision of the feline 
Project Manager, Wink (who 
stayed on the project 24-7), 
today this character home 
is a masterpiece of charm 
and modern convenience, 
lovingly compieted by Impact 
Construction. 

"Reusing products may 
not always work/ cautions 
Geraid. "it iargeiy depends on 
your vision and the original 
condition of the doors and 
trim, but be creative, keep 
an open mind and consult 
an expert." 

So how do you renovate a 
character home? One bite at 
a time, 


Crystai Zvacek 
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Saskatchewan's hot, dry 
sumnners and harsh bone- 
chilling winters are not the 
sort of conditions favoured by 
the kinds of fruit trees, vines 
and shrubs that happily dot 
the Okanagan or Niagara Fruit 
Belt landscape. But years of 
breeding by the University of 
Saskatchewan's Fruit Program 
have produced hardy prairie 
varieties. Even a novice grower 
with a bit of backyard dirt and 
a little know-how can produce 
impressive homegrown fruit. 

Get in the Zone 

Saskatoon is rated Zone 
2b. It's not a strict rule, and 
borderline plants designed for 


slightly warmer zones may 
do fine depending on your 
location in the city. 

Care and Feeding 

Survey your planting area 
for lots of sunlight and avoid 
shade from big trees or fences. 
Fruit trees like lots of space, 
so think good thoughts about 
a tree's potential and give it 
room. In some cases, you'll 
need two plants for pollination 
and fruit set.They don't need 
to be side by side as long as 
they're relatively close. Well- 
drained sandy loam Is the best 
bed, but even typical city clay 
seems to support good growth. 
Most trees should be planted 


when dormant, either spring 
or fall, and watered for the first 
couple of years to establish 
the root system. Don't water 
or fertilize in the late summer 
or fall since that may interfere 
with hardening off process. 

Take Your Pick 

These cultivars are recom¬ 
mended for the Saskatoon area 
{some developed by U of S), 
all were bred in Zone 2b; most 
successfully tested in zone 2A. 

Plums: Patterson Pride {U of 
S), Pembina, Brookred, and 
Perfection/Superb. Two are 
required for cross-pollination; 
usually wild plums are used. 


Plant about 7-13 feet apart from 
other plums or other trees. 
Fruit 3-5 years after planting 
and ripens in late August/early 
September. 

Grapes: Valiant (fresh eating) 
and Beta (juice and jellies). 
Frontenac, Marquette and 
Minnesota type wine grapes 
may survive within the city; 
likely need special protection. 
Lay vines on ground for winter, 
cover with mulch. Need well 
drained soil. Don't over-fertillze 
or overwater. Plant to allow 
for trellising, 6-8 feet apart. 
Lots of sun, south exposure is 
Ideal. Self-fertile so only one 
plant is required. Fruit 2-3 years 
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JUICY FRUIT 


after planting and ripens in 
late September. 

Strawberries: June Bearers: 
Cavendish, Kent. Everbearers: 
Ogallalla, Fort Laramie. 
Dayneutrals:Trlstar, Seascape, 
Fern. Dayneutrals need to 
be covered with leaf mulch 
or straw for winter. Plant at 
crown leveL too deep or too 
shallow won't survive. Can 
be planted in matted rows, 
runners encouraged, for 
perennial or plastic mulch for 
annual planting. Fruit ripens 
July to freeze-up depending 
on the cultivar. 

Saskatoons: Northline, Smoky, 
Honeywood, Parkhill,Thiessen, 
Martin, Nelson. Very hardy and 
drought resistant. Can grow 
in a variety of soil types. Plant 
about 3 feet apart. Properly 
pruned plants will produce for 
over 30 years. Fruit In about 
3-5 years, ripens in mid-July 



Raspberries: Boyne, Red 
Mammoth (U of S), Steadfast {U 
of S), yellow fruit Honeyqueen. 
Plant early spring 3 feet 
between plants, 5-6 inches 
deep: water well Immediately 
after planting. Remove dead 
canes in spring. Fruit ripens 
late August, early September. 

Dwarf Sour Cbemes: Valentine, 
Juliet Carmine Jewel, 
Cupid (all U of S). Crimson 
Passion and Romeo also 
good varieties. Best grown 
in sheltered locations and as 
bushes. Allow to sucker slightly 
and form 5 to 10 trunks. Plant 
1-2 inches deeper than they 
were in nursery container, 
about 5-7 feet apart. Water 
immediately. Not much 
fertilizer required. Self-fertile. 
Fruit in 3-5 years, ripens 
mid-August. IS" 
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JUICY FRUIT 


Haskap: Tundra, Indigo Gem, 
Borealis, Honeybee (all U of 
S), Aurora (U of S 2013/2014 
release). Berry Blue. Extremely 
hardy, tolerates most condi¬ 
tions except standing water. 
Plant 3 feet apart as deep as 
original nursery plug. Fertilizer 
usually not necessary. Water 
frequently until established. 
Flowers May, fruit ready early 
July. Two unrelated plants 
needed to pollenate. 

Pears: Thomas. John, Lire, 
Early Gold. Golden Spice a 
good pollinizer plant but is 
not usually ripe until October. 
Plant trees about 20-23 feet 
apart, two for pollination. Fruit 
ripens in September. 

A pples: Crabapples: Rescue, 
Dolgo, Kerr. Apples: Norland, 
Fall Red, Norkent, Goodland, 
Battleford, Carlos Queen, 
Westland, Flaralson, Prairie 


Sensation {U of S). Two for 
pollination; usually enough 
nearby crabapple or other 
apples in city. Fruit ripens late 
August to October, depending 
on the cultivar. 

More information for 
Saskatoon Fruit 
Enthusiasts: 

- U of S Fruit Program 
Haskap Day 

July 19, 2013 

- Appte/Grape Day 
September 5, 2013 

- Florticuitural Field Lab: 

2909 14th Street 



Photo Couftesy: U of S Fruit Program 


- Website: 

fruit usasF ca 

- Questions are also 
welcome at 

garde nfin e@usasL ca 1 ^ 
Karin Melberg Schwier 



Photo Courtesy: Teresa Souhdre 
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JUICY FRUIT 




Ellen Sawchuk, Research Technician with the U of S 
Fruit Program, talks with Brenda Lougheed at the 
recent Gardenscape about choices for her city garden. 


Photo Courtesy: Karin Meiberg Schweir 



Photo Courtesy: Li of S Fruit Program 



Photo Courtesy: U of S Fruit Program 
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DOLUUIS AND CENTS 
ON GREEN 

TOP FIVE WAYS TO BE GREEN AND EARN AN ROI 


JUUE BARNES Photo: Ronn Lepage 


When Gwen and Ronn 
Lepage traded their nnodern 
Broadway town house for a 
beautiful new home in the 
river valley at Sarilia Country 
Estates, they had the perfect 
opportunity to capitalize on 
Bonn's expertise in "Smart 
Green" building technology. 

With a master's degree in 
environmental strategy focusing 


on residential construction, 
Ronn and his company, VerEco 
Homes, had already designed 
a net-zero home exhibit at the 
Western Development Museum 
in 2010 and 2011. 

Bonn's thesis explored why 
people weren't building green 
homes. "One of the barriers 
was that nobody really knew 
how to do it," he says. "We 


started VerEco to help people 
who want to build a green 
home, or do a retrofit." 

The teachings from his 
master's degree, combined 
with his 31 years with Deloitte, 
Canada's largest chartered 
accounting firm, enable Ronn 
to provide advice that balances 
both the environmental and 
economic factors involved 


in making good decisions 
on green technology. 

"When we started talking to 
people about building green 
homes, their idea was that you 
just build a normal house, 
include a geothermal system, 
and cover it in solar panels. But 
that's a very expensive way 
to do it," says Ronn. He adds 
that there are smarter ways 
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Screen shot of TED monritorfng system showing energy graphing over a specific time frame. 


to be green and earn a return 
on your investment when you 
make your decisions armed 
with the right information. 

Based on Bonn's net present 
value (NPV) calculations 
{see sidebar for details), the 
following five technologies 
have provided the greatest 
return on investment in the 
Lepages' new green home. 

1. Energy Monituriiig System 

''WeVe found that the 
biggest thing you can do is 
start monitoring your energy 
use" says Ronn.The Lepages 
use a system called TED (The 
Energy Detective) 5000. It 
hooks up to their electrical 
panel and they can view 
their usage levels on any 
computer from anywhere 
in the world. Installation is a 
snap, but it should be left to 
an electrician.They purchased 


the system from Rock Paper 
Sun in Saskatoon. It's also 
available for purchase at 
theenergydetective.com. 

The monitoring system cost 
around $300 and the Lepages 
estimate they will save around 
400 kilowatt hours per year 
because of the awareness that 
comes with understanding how 
energy is used in their home. 
Gwen says, "Once you know 
where you stand, you can make 
an adjustment. You can look at 
it and ask yourself what could 
we do to get that lower?" 

2. Phantom Energy Management 

Electricity used to power 
electronics while they are 
turned off is known as 
phantom power. The only 
way to cut this energy loss 
is to unplug each device when 
it's not in use. The Lepages 
had phantom energy circuits 


installed in their home, so 
turning off phantom power 
is as easy as a flick of a switch. 
"To go around unplugging 
everything, I just wouldn't 
do it. So weVe got a switch 
on every floor," says Bonn. 

It is not as easy to install 
phantom energy circuits in an 


existing home as it would be 
to plan for in a new build, but 
there is a way to cut down on 
phantom power: a power bar 
with an on/off switch. Costing 
roughly $40 each, they are a 
great investment considering 
that phantom power in our 
province is responsible I#" 
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DOLLARS AND CENTS ON GREEN 



Screen shot of TED monitoring sj/sfem tftat can aid in the analysis of your homes energy output. 


for about four per cent of a 
home's electricity consumption 
which equals over 300 kilowatt 
hours per year. 

3. Upgrade Insulation 

Our Eong, cold winters mean 
that the best way to reduce 
energy use is proper insulation. 
A super-insulated house can 
reduce heating costs by two- 
thirds or more. In some homes, 
that equates to savings of $600 
to $800 per year in natural 
gas and much more in homes 
heated by electricity. 

In an existing house, the 
attic is relatively easy; ifs 
the exterior walls that can 
be difficult. 

''IVe talked to a few people 
who have redone their 
insulation by adding to the 
interior of their walls. It's really 
expensive; says Ronn. "You're 
moving heat registers from the 
walls because you're making 
the wall thicker.Thafs a really 
big reno." Bonn studied how 
insulation was upgraded in 
Saskatchewan and eventually 
ffew to Germany to see how 
it was done there. "They add 
insulation to the outside. It 
makes a lot of sense.'" 

This discovery prompted 
VerEco to create a system 
called xWRAR It involves 
stripping the exterior of the 


house and wrapping it in a 
blanket of polystyrene foam 
up to a foot thick. The siding 
or stucco is then attached.The 
Lepages have eight Inches of 
this insulation on the outside 
of their home making it very 
energy efficient. Ronn notes 
that the right amount of 
insulation for your home 
depends on a variety of factors. 
"Each home is very specific in 
terms of energy savings from 
additional insulation." 

4. Reduce Hot Water Censumption 

The savings multiply when 
homeowners reduce their hot 
water consumption. This is 
because it not only saves 
water; it saves the cost of 
heating that water. Ronn says 
the first order of business is 
installing low-flow shower 
heads. "About 50 per cent 
of the hot water used is in 
your showers. A typical house 
would have a 9.6 litre per 
minute shower. Ours is 4.6 
litres per minute. So youYe 
saving that much energy and 
water every time you shower." 
Additional savings can be 
found by adding aerators to 
kitchen and bathroom faucets. 

If youVe ever experienced a 
drippy low-flow shower head 
at a hotel, don't think they are 
all created equal.The Lepages' 


NET PRESENT VALUE 

Bonn uses a business tool called Net 
Present Value (NPV) to determine whether 
or not to use a particular green technology 
in a home. Often, when deciding whether 
to buy green, consumers simply look at the 
cost. Ronn considers the purchase of green 
technologies to be an investment. NPV 
compares the value of a dollar today with 
the value of that same dollar in the future, 
taking inflation and the time value of money 
into account. If the NPV of the investment 
in a green technology is positive, it should 
be accepted. However, if NPV is negative, 
the owner would be smarter to invest in a 
different green technology. 

NPV CONSIDERS FOUR IMPORTANT FACTORS: 

1. How much am I investing in the technoiogy? 

How much does the technology cost? Some 
technologies are very inexpensive while 
others are more expensive. 

2. How iong is the technoiogy going to iast? 

In other words, what is the life of the 
technology?This is usually easy to estimate. 

3. How much am i going to save? 

Although we know how much we'll save 
today with a particular technology, we 
have to consider that energy costs will 
only increase overtime. Ronn assumes a 
6.25 percent increase in energy costs in his 
equation. Forecasts on energy costs vary 
and tend to range anywhere between 
4 to 10 percent- 

4. What is the cost of money? 

If someone gave you $100 ten years from 
now, it's not going to be worth as much as 
$100 today.That's why the NPV calculation 
includes the cost of money. In accounting 
this is called the discount rate, and Ronn 
uses the current mortgage rate as the 
amount you pay when you buy a house. 
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DOLUVRS AND CENTS ON GREEN 


shower heads add air to the 
water so you feel the same 
pressure as you would in a 
regular shower.Translation: 
you'll be able to easily rinse 
out that shampoo. 

5. LED Lighting 

Since a lot of energy goes 
into lighting, switching to LEDs 
is a smart choice. "WeVe got 
LEDs th roug hout a nd it's just 
amazing'^ says Ronn. "Ifsvery 
natural light. Even at night, ifs 
almost like daylight in here.'" 


Their indoor and outdoors 
bulbs are 12 and three watts 
respectively. If the outdoor 
lights are left on all night the 
impact isn't even noticeable. 
The bulbs cost about $35 each, 
but Ronn says, 'They last 
50,000 hours so you never 
have to worry about dianging 
them'' Each LED bulb will save 
up to $200 over the life of the 
bulb. 

JuUe Barnes 


2013 

Outdoor Collection 

Take the time to learn about 
the difference in quality, 
design, and comfort. 



Exclusive at: 


SteelMet 

Decor 


www.steelmet.net 

306 - 974-3885 306 - 931-2885 


#1-1810 8th Street E. 


516 43rd Street E. 



MEJlar Avienue, SK 306 34^ 1973 


visli us online 3t: www.braidfloDring.com! 


Braid Flooring & Window Fashions 
enthusiastically welcomes 
Michel le Rowlett to our team! 


Michelle brings treimendous knowledge 
and experience to the Braid team. 
WFth the color forecast com plete, come 
visit Michelle and jee how you can add 
elements of these colours into your home. 




^ BRAID 

iSjlr FlOOn fi Wirtdrovy Fa$l1y p 


T&p left Michelle Rdwie-U, IDX 01D - InteriCsr Design COrhSiiliafil. 
Top rygrcand Pauom. MfcH&lle with Her d€iign team, 
S-hfrry Volk^nd Crys Petewn. 
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The Meadows 




Whiere Craftsman & Country Meet 


The Meadows is truly the best of both worlds. Architecturally inspired by 
the timeless quality of the Arts h Crafts movement with the interior luxury 
of contemporary design. The perfect mix of carefree country living and 
modern day conveniences. Discover Village life at The Meadows today! 

Walk-Out Bungalows & Single Family Homes starting from the Mid $350's 






T^yloi- St 

rt 

1 


Blvd 



^RBl/aiS 


FOLLOW SIGNS TO 
END OF TAYLOR $T 


Open Weekdays 3-8 ptn Weekends 1 - 5 pm 
306.291-87S5 MeadowsLiving.ca 












































































: r; t * ftiffiiy 

the^or^ i pfactice, the luckier i get"^ 
~ '^6olf/egen«f4tnoWPa^ef^^ 


PETEUWREHCE 


Whether an avid golfer or a 
hacker li ke the rest of us, who 
wouldn't love to live on a golf 
course? You could just walk 
out your back door anytime 
to practice your chipping 
and putting. 

Regardless of your skill set or 
where you live, you can have 


a taste of golf course living by 
creating a small golf course 
hole, complete with a putting 
green, right in your backyard. 

Mark Nowakowsk of 
Saskatoon PerfectTurf has been 
a key player in introducing this 
new trend to local homeowners. 

"A personal backyard putting- 


green is nothing like what you'd 
expect to see at a mini-golf 
course'' explains Mark. "Our 
synthetic putting greens have 
the true ball bounce and rolling 
features of a natural bent grass 
green. We use the highest 
quality putting green turf on 
the market." 


Backyard putting green 
styles, shapes and sizes 
can vary as wildly as your 
backstroke. 

"We've installed a range 
of backyard greens, often 
something as simple as a 
small corner of the property 
where the homeowner just I#' 
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HAVE A BACKYARD PUTTING-GREEN, 
OR THINKING OF INSTALLING ONE? 


Brennen Gee, Head Golf Pro at The Willows Golf and 
Countiy Club, has some atfvice for you: 


• "No golfer can practice enough. 
Practice, practice, practice!" 


• “Its all about working on the fundamentals. For 
putting, that means a grip and stance setup that's 
square to the target line and ensuring youYe 
developing the appropriate putting stroke 
for your game " 


• "Golfers who want to excel can improve their 
short game by working on putting and chipping." 


• "You still have to play. Make sure to take your 
game regularly to the golf course." 


wants to practice their putting 
stroke in peace and privacy," 
says Mark. ""On the other end 
of the spectrum, weVe worked 
with homeowners to create 
private greens that are really 
elaborate, complete with sand 
traps, Japanese Zen gardens 
and waterfalls. 

"You can get really artistic. It 
all depends on what you want: 
functionality, bold design, or 
both. Regardless, it always ends 
up a statement piece on any 
landscape." 

Designing a golf green is a 
onee- 1 n-a-lifetime opportunity 
for most of us, so relish the 
opportunity. "You get to 


decide the shape, number of 
and location of the holes, and 
the beautiful contours of the 
green," continues Mark. "Take 
it a step further by adding a 
fringe or a diipping area and 
you have the ultimate backyard 
short game experience." 

Expect your turf installation 
partner to work closely with 
you in designing your green. 
From elevation changes and 
undulations to breaks and rolls 
and hole locations - everything 
you would do during the design 
of a major golf course - you'll 
have the chance to do in your 
backyard. I®' 
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Everything You Need To 


and Your Garage - And Your Backyard GriN TooF 


MonKeysars 


For a free in-home corisultatiort; 

T: 306-241-4062 E:Mfk^@fApnk^:yBBT^'^l<3fBg^xa 
wvvvv.Mon keyBar^ Storag e.ca 
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BACKYARD PUTTING GREENS 



Great landscaping will ensure 
that your home golf green looks 
as though it has been in your 
backyard all along. 

As in anything worthwhile, 
there are challenges to 
consider when contemplating 
a backyard putting green. If 
you have a walkout basement, 
those elevation changes 
might present a problem, 
though none that can't be 
creatively overcome. If your 
yard has lots of trees or a 
complicated root system, the 
installation could become a 
delicate process in order to 
avoid damaging the existing 
eco systems and foliage. 

Does it add value to your 



44 Saskatoon HOME 


SUMMER 2013 






































BACKYARD PUTTING GREENS 


property? Mark says a backyard 
putting green is a no-brainer. 
"'There's no need to mow, water 
or fertilize your synthetic turf 
green, and ifs pet friendly, 
so there's no worrying about 
those costs as you would for 
a natural lawn" he explains. 

"Like a beautiful deck or an 
interlocking brick driveway, a 
backyard putting green is an 
investment which gets passed 
along from homeowner to 
homeowner" 


Tammy Robert 

A special thank you to Paula 
and her models at MASALA 
Talent for her assistance with 
this photo shoot 




PUT THE TRAIL TO YOUR TEST 


COLUMBIA/- 

golftrailL 


-A COLUMBIA VALLEY 
eOLF TRAIL GETAWAY 

FOR^J^ 


THE GETAWAY INCLUDES: ^ 

' 9 rounds of golf per person 

‘8 nights of accommodation for 4 - AND MORE... 

ENTER OFTEN FORA BETTER CHANCE TO WIN! 

*Ffay any one erf our B courses and you can enter the confest for free! 

Plan and book your golf vacation at 
ColumbiaValleyGolfTraiLcom/skhome 
Proud host of the 2013 BC Amateur Championship {July 9-12) 


STA^OUR FAMILY TRADITION 


^ in Fairmont Hot Springs, BC 

IHE 

RESIDEMCES 



Within 30 minutes of 9 goif courses! 


Tbe Columbia Valley's most talfced about 
luxury vocation property 

With ownership options catered to 
YOUR lifestyle and budget. 

* purchase financing 

* 10% down payments 

* up to 15 year amortization 

3 week ownership starts at $28,500 
Whole ownership starts at $399,900 

BOOK YOUR DISCO VERY TOUR TODAY 

2 or 3 bEdrtHjfn 41QQ [ Z Of 1 with media foom 4000 

town homi; 2 nights for ^ | y “ I town tiome: 2 nigbls tor ^ M 


www.fairinontfldge.ca lnfo@foifmontridge,ca 778.525.2402 
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FREE ENERGY 


Ryan and Pann Jansen's 
house looks like many new 
builds: It still has that pristine 
look, and there are no trees 
in the yard. But this net zero 
home is far from ordinary. 

The first difference is the 
large stand of solar panels in 
their yard.The solar panels are 
currently the overwhelming 
feature on their acreage. But 
it's easy to imagine that with 
a more developed yard, the 
panels will be as innocuous 
as a large shed. 

Other differences are below 
the surface.This isn't living 
^'off the grid."Their electrical 
system is tied to SaskPower, 
and they don't have to do 
anything special to live in 
their home. 

"We wanted to prove that 
you could do net zero without 
sacrificing and living a very 
different lifestyle/ said Pam. 
"We wanted to prove you 
could actually live normally." 

Their system uses an 8.19 
kilowatt array, and generates 
about 12,500 kilowatt hours 
per year, which is about how 
much energy their house uses. 
They're also in the process of 
testing a solar tracker Ryan 
designed, programmed, and 
built that follows the sun to 
maximize energy generation. 
With the addition of the tracker, 
they predict they should create 
17,500 kilowatt hours per year. 

The Jansens also employ 
features like passive solar 
design. The house includes 
lots of south-facing windows, 
concrete floors that absorb the 
heat and re-radiate it into the 
house, very good insulation, 
and an open concept style so 
warmth can circulate. 




a 


ASHLEIGH MAHERN 


PE1E LAWRENCE 


Solar Energy: Wiio is it Good For? 

Ryan says that when 
deciding whether to use 
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FREE ENERGY 


solar energy, the first step 
should be to create an energy 
efficient home in every other 
way possible. 

"'First of all, any energy that 
you can take off and not ever 
need to use, then you don't 
need to generate," he said. "If 
your goal is just to offset some 
of your energy use, usually 
the most bang for your buck 
is just turning off lights. So do 
that stuff first, but after youVe 
done those things, solar is a 
good way to offset." 

Solar is increasingly 
becoming an affordable 
option.The Jansens installed 
their system in 2011, and the 
cost has already dropped 
by about 40 per cent. Plus, 
SaskPower has a 20 per cent 
rebate for residents who 
install solar power. 

"It can be a financially 
sound decision," said Pam. 
"Your idea of being great to 
the environment aside, it can 
be a financial investment as 
opposed to being something 
for the environment only." 

A system costs about $5 per 
watt to install, so a six kilowatt 
system costs about $30,000, 
with a payback period of about 
12 years. But thafs assuming a 
fixed price on electricity. Unlike 



Lots of south-facing windows help the Jansens 
to heat their home with passive solar design. 



The Jansens didn't need to sacrifice style to 
build their energy efficient home. 



visit our new Website 
www.stdc.ca 
and enter our 




Extreme Driveway Makeover Contest! 
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FREE ENERGY 


most SaskPower clients, the 
Jansens are happy to hear 
about rate increases because 
those increases are shrinking 
their payback time. 

The future of solar energy 
is looking bright. The City 
of Saskatoon is working on 
creating a solar energy plan, 
and the Saskatoon and Region 
Home Builders'Association is 
working towards educating city 
planners, architects, engineers. 


builders, and designers about 
how to build communities and 
homes that are solar ready 
from the start. 

"Renewable energy is now 
for the masses," said Ryan. 
"It used to be for hippies and 
tree buggers, or people with 
excess money, and now it's 
come to a cost where it is more 
accessible." 

Ashlesgh Mattern 


Ryan Jaitseo, owner of solar installation coirtpany Good 
Steward Soiutions, shares his tips. 



A custom buiid with passive soiar design and other 
energy saving measures is the best set-up for soiar 
energy: less energy wiii be needed to power your home, 
and aii options can be expiored. Another option is to 
make your home solar ready, so you'll be ready when 
the solar revolution comes. 


Acreage 


Jansen says solar energy makes the most sense 
on acreages where there's less interference from 
neighbours, so you don't have to worry about things like 
a neighbour's tree blocking the sunlight. And there's 
enough space to set up your panels on the ground, 
allowing for a soiar tracker. 


CRy Living 


Setting up a solar array in the city can be tricky, but its 
doable. Having a home with southern exposure is the 
most important determinant for a successful sol ar set 
up. An open backyard with no trees may also work, os 
long as your neighbour isn't blocking the light you need. 


If you've maxed out your energy efficiencv options, solar 
is the next step. To retrofit a house in the city, the roof of 
the home needs to either face south, or the peak needs 
to run north-south, with the sides facing east-west. And 
no trees or buildings can be blocking the sunlight. 



For Sale aj^d Avauajle Soon, 
- Watch for the opening or - 
OUR Greenbryre Show Home! 


523 Sallouin Cres, EVERGREEN 
under con&lmelioji - 5529,900 


rie, GREENBRYRE 

amily- SI.080.000 


306-260'2636 


www.saskevoiuli on. com 


Call or visit our website for more informadon. 
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presents 


ROSEWOOD 


315 Ledinghgm Drive, Rosewood 





A GATED COMMUNITY OF 
27 LUXURY BUNGALOWS 


ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY 
FEATURES INCLUDE; 


Visit www.boychukhomes.com or coll: 


Sa«fc«tMn 
A flAtil/Mt 

Kome Difllder&' 
Assodaliofi. Irte. 


• Eco-friend!y end maintenance free exteriors: 
fiber-cement boord siding and stone accents, 

• EnOur shingles, mode from recyded tires. 

• Overlooking Rosewood's aGcloimed 
65-acre naturol wetland preserve. 


Robert 

306-260-9T45 


Joanne 

306-260-3122 


certified condominium 
development ^ 







































SASKATOON WELCOMES NEW NEIGHBOURS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD 


There's no denying that 
Saskatoon is a boomtown. 
The City of Saskatoon expects 
the population to reach nearly 
400,000 in the next 20 years. 
Fifteen new neighbourhoods 
and 60,000 new homes will 
need to be built to meet 
that demand. 

And Saskatoon Mayor Don 
Atchison says he thinks the 
city will end up growing at 
a rate even faster than that. 

''One of the things I think 
people don't realize is that 


Saskatoon is the same size 
that Calgary was 45 years 
ago'' he said. "Calgary now 
is n to 1.6 million people, 
depending on who you talk to, 
and our growth rate is faster 
than theirs." 

The thought of Saskatoon 
someday becoming a city the 
size of Calgary is exciting, but 
it also comes with a warning: 
don't make the same poor 
planning decisions that lead 
to problems like urban sprawl. 

So far, it looks like Saskatoon 


is headed in the right direction. 
There are currently plans to 
develop the North Downtown 
area to create housing for 
10,000 people, and Atchison 
says all of the city's plans for 
growth are carefully considered. 

"We don't have spontaneous 
growth here," he said. ''We 
have well thought out, 
planned growth." 

Who's Coniing to Saskatoon? 

There has been an undeniable 
shift in the demographics of 


the people moving to Bridge 
City. Atchison knows of people 
coming from the Philippines, 
Korea, Ireland, Bangladesh, 
and Pakistan, just to name a 
few places. 

"It used to just be rural 
Saskatchewan moving to 
Saskatoon," he said. "We're 
past that. We have people from 
all over Canada coming, and 
from the United States that 
are coming to live here." 

The City of Saskatoon 
prints certain 
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WHO'S COMING TO SASKATOON? 



dPidiir 


A CULTURAL MOSAIC 

Jason Yochim, Executive Officer with 

Saskatoon Region Association of REALTORS® 

shares his perspective on who he feels is 

moving to Saskatoon. 

• Yochim estimates that about half of new 
immigrants are coming from Asia. 

• In particular he sees many people moving to 
Saskatoon from Afghanistan, Iraq^ India, the 
Philippines, and Pakistan. 

• He also sees a growing trend is the 
number of newcomers from China. 'These 
individuals are very active not only in the 
purchase of residential real estate, but also 
are responsibieforthe drastic increase in 
the value of farmland," said Yochim. 

• He estimates that immigrants from the United 
States make up about five to 10 per cent of 
our newcomers. 

• Yochim says the number of immigrants from 
Africa is also on the rise, making up around 20 
per cent of newcomers, with about half of that 
group from Sudan. 


This image demonstrates a reality of Saskatoon not too long ago 
with our people being exported in vast numbers. How the times 
have changed.The shirts seen In this photo are from Saskie Shop 
{www.saskieshop.com]. 


Photo CoLirfesy; Scoff Prokop 


informatfon in 18 languages, 
and the counter staff at City 
Hall are able to comnnunicate 
in as many languages through 
the use of a translator service. 

Atchison says the people 
who are moving here have 
wide and varied backgrounds, 
from doctors to educators to 
tradespeople to artists, but they 
all have one thing in common: 
they want to succeed. 

''People that want to live 
here are moving here to be 
successful. Most people want 
to move to where they have an 
opportunity to succeed, and I 
admire those people that move 
here from all over the world, 
that are leaving their countries 
behind, their families behind, 
coming to a different culture." 


CrGating Community 

Robin Purcell, corporate 
housing manager for Obasa 
Suites, is in the unique 
position of being one of the 
first people to greet these new 
Saskatonians. 

Obasa Suites is a corporate 
housing company, taking care 
of guests for long-term stays. 
Clients might be staying in 
the city temporarily for work, 
for an extended period due to 
insurance claims or moving 
to Saskatoon and looking for 
a home. 

Purcell says more and more 
of their clients are coming from 
outside of Canada, with guests 
moving to Saskatoon from 
China, Australia, India, and the 
U.K. Part of Obasa's mandate 


is to make things easy for their 
clients because they understand 
how stressful moving can be, 
especially when moving from 
a different country. 

"Saskatoon is growing, and 
it's good to be able to offer our 
clients something like this to 
ease them into our nice cold 
winters," she said. 

A Smart Citiy 

Creating a city that attracts 
people and encourages them 
to stay is an important part of 
the City of Saskatoon's plan 
for growth. 

One new initiative the 
city is taking is developing 
parks from the beginning, 
so people moving into new 
neighbourhoods don't have 


to wait for a beautiful green 
space.There's also a strong 
focus on attainable housing, 
so no one is left out of the 
economic boom. 

The City of Saskatoon 
is aware of the challenges 
of managing a growing 
population, and Atchison 
says theyTe working closely 
with the housing industry to 
ensure smart growth. 

"What weVe looking here to 
do is to have a 21st Century 
city, a smart city." 
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WHO'S COMING TO SASKATOON? 


New Saskatoon Neighbourhoods 


The equivalent of 15 new 
neighbourhoods are needed 
to meet Saskatoon's growth 
over the next 20 years. Here is 
a guide to a few of the newest 
Saskatoon neighbourhoods: 

Evergreen 

• Cuirently under txjnstmd] on. 

• Located within the Uni¬ 
versity Heights Suburban 


Development Area, with the 
Saskatoon Forestry Farm to 
the west. 

• Named for the 50-year-old 
Scots Pines that were 
incorporated into the layout 
of the neighbourhood. 

Rosewood 

• Currently under construction. 

• Located adj a cent to H ighway 


16 with access offFaylor street 

• Included in the neighbour¬ 
hood IS 65 acres of wetland 
and green space, natural 
trails and conservation areas. 

Kertsingtoa 

• Construction of homes to 
begin this year. 

• Located in the Blairmore 
Suburban Development Area, 


west of Confederation Park 

• Will feature a village centre 
as a focal point of the 
neighbourhood. 

Aspen Ridge 

• Servicing of the neighbour¬ 
hood will start in 2014. 

• Located within the Uni¬ 
versity Heights Suburban 
Development Area, I®' 


KitWSIWGTON 



BJLAiRMORF 


jifvir 



HOLMWOOO 

Siihitfiaa 




www.G@ntleEarlhDpsigns.gom G@rTllaEarlhO@S!g:ns@shaw,cg 


Just Envision Your Perfoct 
Natural Landscape 

cqeiA^Ue Bayth Ltrf. 

Landscape Design and Consultation 
Project Management 
interior Tropical Design 

306 - 343-8594 
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WHO^S COMING TO SASKATOON 


bounded to the south by 
Evergreen. 

• Will feature a high-density 
design. 

Holmwood Suburban Development 
Area 

• Construction of homes in 
the first neighbourhood will 
start in 2014. 

• Located on the east side 
of the city next to the 
University Heights Suburban 
Development Area. 

• Will include five new 
neighbourhoods. 

• The newest development 
area since the addition of 
Bfairmore. 

To be announced 

• Six additional neighbour¬ 
hoods are planned for 
the Blairnnore Suburban 
Development Area. |j( 

Ashleigh Mattern 



Pholo Couriesy: City of Saskatoon 



LandBiraiidi 


evergreen 


Take a stroll through Evergreen, Saskatoon's newest 
neighbourhood, where two rows of 50-year-old Scots Pines 
wait to welcome you! 

Unique in its location, Evergreen is surrounded by a 
combination of parks, open fields and nature; including an 
area preserved as a native prairie remnant and natural 
wildlife corridor to the South Saskatchewan River Valley. 

Modelled as a sustainable urban village, care has been taken 
to blend a combination of housing choices, open spaces andR 
commercial opportunities in a sensitive and harmonious 
manner Building a home in this environmentally sustainable 
community gives you a variety of green options! 




Lots avaiJabre In 
\Spring and Fail Jo 13 


« - iurTAVt'l X^'^'igandFaJIJois i 

LOT^ of mfcrtmtiin. JUST ASK! 

for on ht availability in Evergreen or otfrer land devefopments mdud/ng Hornptt>n Village, Rosewood and Kensington, 
contact the City of Saskatoon Land Bronch cjt (306) 975-3278, visit www.saskatoonxQ/gofevergreen or canfoct your homebuilder. 


c:ity of 

Saskatoon 


he renderpig abovie of is mnoeptual anS in-:es!ded fdf illust?at^ piirposes only, ttrray rus rep'-eFwntthe actual nesultin^ birit fom. 
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66 5LEEK AND CONTEMPORARY 
HOMES IN EVERGREEN 
MODERN CONDO LIVING 


LlJ 


A 1 ?T A 


* Soaring 10 foot and 9 foot Ceilings 

* Jn-floor Heating and Central Air 

‘ Large Terraces with Glass Railing and Vinyl Decking 

* Superior Sound Attenuation 

* A i1 A ppiia n ces I n dud ed (six in tota I) 

‘2 Parking StaiJsInduded 



Valene Hertz {306} 221-3626 
^ valeriehertz^hotma i I ,co m 

Dorothy Osmachenko (306) 227-8597 
dorothy@dorothysellssfiskatoon,conn 


LOVE WHERE YOU LIVEI 


PRICING STARTING FROM 


$ 230,500 


3 


so DOWN FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS 


www.meridiandevelo^gi 


(one underground and one surface) 


SALES CENTRE NOW OPEN: 

225MANINGAS8END 


Monday to Thursday 5:00pnn-7:{)0pm 
Saturday & Sunday 1:00-4:00pnn 


BULL^ 



Wheatland ‘ 


Fireulace 


Saskatoon, SK S7K 1X7 
Phone; (306) 24!S^^S8 


www.wheatlandfireplace.coni 
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COMMUNITY GARDENS 







In the modem urban land¬ 
scape, larger homes, double- 
detached garages, decks 
with stone patios, outdoor 
barbeques and entertainment 
areas are all amenities destined 
to add value to property, but 
all eat up a valuable resource: 
the land. Those who want to 
grow their own food in the 
inner and outer city have to 
get resourceful. 

Rich prairie dirt worked hard 
through millennia to become 
rich topsoil, and as downtown 
pavement slams shut on the 
earth and subdivisions chew 
their way across the landscape, 
the potential harvest must be 
reaped in other ways. City 
dwellers with itchy green 
thumbs and a yearning for DIY 
chlorophyll on their tongues 
are turning to creative ways 
to get back to the soil.There 
are rewards to be reaped from 
a little horticulture know-how 
and the camaraderie of new 
neighbourhood friends may 
be a bonus. 

That Sense of Commuiiitv 

The City of Saskatoon boasts 
nearly two dozen community 
gardens, com mu nai collections 
of plots set aside in open 
areas, divided and doled 
out to local residents for 
a small fee. Maintenance, 
watering, composting and 
tending generally falls to a 
committee and individual 
plots are the responsibility of 
each gardener. Seven more 
gardens are proposed; there 
are often waiting lists of up to 
30 people waiting for a chance 
to dig in the dirt. 

Gordon Androsoff is 
the Community Gardens 
Coordinator with CHER a 
network organization seen 
as the 'go to' source on all 
things community garden. 

"We're a good starting 


point," says Gord. "As of 2012, 
we facilitate and support 22 
community gardens and a few 
other private spaces at schools 
and churches. We help get 
people started with resources 
like tools, seeds, transplants, 
someone to work through the 
admin details. We help to the 
extent weVe invited." 

Often a community garden 
Will operate by committee and 
may have a garden expert 
in their midst. CHEP offers a 
template, but the committee 
adapts it and decides who fills 
what role, and determines 
guidelines and fees. Implied 
in the concept of community 
is co-operation so successful 
gardens operate on good will. 

At work bees, many hands 
make light work, and since 
gardens are all chemical- 
free, keeping nasties like the 
dreaded potato beetle at bay 
means everyone needs to be 
vigilant. Garden politics can 
heat up if only a few do all the 
chores (a la Little Red Hen). 

Some garden groups 
have pre-season events, a 
registration night potiuck, 
a clean up before planting 
and after harvest. Some have 
winter social functions, maybe 
an educational session. Gord 
at CHEP would like to see more 
year round opportunities. 
Composting, one continual 
chore, is something very few 
gardens have the capacity 
for and it takes ongoing 
processing. The City offers 
compost from their depots. 
"That's a nice concession," 
says Gord. "Compost is a 
very valuable resource and 
the cost of purchasing it from 
landscaping companies is quite 
high." 

City Councilor Charlie Clark 
says community gardens have 
proven to be a "remarkable 
way of getting people I®' 
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Interactive gardening: Audrey Kinzel, a registered 
doctoral psychologist, lives near the Nutana 
comm unity garden. "What I like most about 
the garden is the interaction I get with other 
gardeners who so willingly share their 
knowledge of gardening and growing hints. 
The work bees are another fun way to work 
together on a common task." 


out of their living rooms 
and into relationship with 
their neighbours." 

Charlie points to the West- 
mount community garden, 
which includes new immigrants 
and First Nations families 
sharing their produce and 
working together to tend to 
the site.The Eastview garden 
brings seniors together with 
schoolchildren and closed 
that generational gap that 
can so often develop within 
a city.The Nutana garden is 
the meeting place for condos 
residents and those living in 
houses, two communities that 
haven't always had a sense 
of affinity. 

Gord Androsoff agrees that 
mingling of gardening cultures 
creates rich relationships.The 
average community garden 
plot is about 10 feet by 12 or 15 
and may not seem like a lot of 
ground. But six to eight tomato 
plants can yield an impressive 
harvest and creates all sorts of 
connections with neighbours. 

Sandra Nourse is a 
community gardener who 
tends her plot at College Park 


Accessible Community Garden. 

"I find that it's a really 
wonderful way to interact with 
people in my neighbourhood 
who I wouldn't otherwise have 
had a chance to meet and work 
with," says Sandra. "Last year 
I experimented with square- 
foot gardening, and was very 
pleased with the reduction of 
weeds, and larger amount of 
food that I was able to harvest 
from my plot." 

"The genius of them is that 
the rewards and the benefits 
of the gardens are organized 
and produced by the gardeners 
themselves" Charlie adds, 
"which creates a tremendous 
sense of purpose, and renewed 
pride about that park or green 
space that they transform." 

Mi Casa (Backyard) es Su Casa 
(Backyard) 

There's another significant 
bit of green space in Saskatoon. 
A bird's eye view of the city 
confirms that of all the land 
available to grow food, the 
bulk of it is in people's back 
yards. CFIEP sees that potential 
and has big dreams for their 


COMMUNITY GARDENS IN THE CITY 

• City Allotment Gardens 

• City Park Garden 

• Raiiside Community Garden 

• Charlottetown Community Garden 

• WestmounVLeif Erikson Community Garden 

• University Community Garden 

• Nutana Community Garden 

• Eastview Garden 

• King George/Riversdale 

• SL Martin's United Church Garden 

• ST Matthew's Anglican Church 

• Varsity View Garden 

• Caswell Hill 

• Aden Bowman High School 

• Emmanuel Community Garden 

< Sherbrooke Community Centre - Herfzberg Park 

< John Dolan School 

< Good Earth Community Garden - Fred Mendel Park 

• Fairhaven - HS Sears Park 

• Erindaie^Arbor Creek Community Garden 

• North Park Richmond Heights Garden 

• Confederation Park School 

INTERESTED? WHERE TO START: 

1. Contact CHEP for advice and support (www.chep.org). 

2. Start a gardening group/collective with interest and 
commitment. 

3. Locate available land. 

4. Available water seurce. 

5. Soil and sun exposure conducive to gardening. 
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backyard garden sharing idea. 

''WeVe had about 20 informal 
arrangements with people who 
want a garden in their back yard, but 
for whatever reason can't manage 
it themselves" Gord explains. ''It 
might be a senior who hates to see 
space go unused, so ask us to match 
them up with someone willing to 
work and share the produce."This 
year, CHEP received funding from 
EcoFrtendly to hire a mentor for 
backyard garden sharing matches 
throughout the growing season. 

"I arranged a few matches last year 
and those people always gardened 
together" Gord says. "It's a social 
benefit for people like seniors who 
might be isolated. It's the best 
possible thing for older people who 
are able to get outside and this way 
they get social connections too." 

There's a Buzz, and It s Not Just The Bees 

Across North America, people are 
reconnecting with growing food. I®' 



Carrot Crazy:Twenty-year-old U of S Arts and 
Science student Charisse Voldeng at the Varsity 
View Community Garden. Charisse and her 
mother try their hand at peas, carrots and 
potatoes, occasionally corn. "Our carrots are 
awesome! iVlom and I were both really busy, but 
we managed to do the weeding and I felt really 
accomplished when I grew those great carrots." 





^RILIA 

CClTlW R.Y I ESTATES 


Ever feel like iTioving just 
ou^srSetfecrty?’ 

Take 3 leak St Saril^j j . 

a,, river va!ley,^eve3of)ri)ent 
jUM 3 ihoftdrive north 
of Saskatoon. 

■ Panoramieffivef Views 

■ Recreational lifestyle-Cioseto tfie City 

• Low Maintenance Landscaping 

• MaaireTreesantfCreenery 

Ccwwtxy _ 


Property for sale _ 

Serviced lots ranging from 1/4 to 1/2 acre stanir^g at $45,000 




L«a ted Ml n u fi-nm J 


For a personal tourofthecommunity, 
pfease call Gwen or RonnLepageat (3(K1222-9739 

innivw.Sarilli 3 .coni 
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We’re passionate about saving you 


money. 


Don't buy another thing untit you've attended a free DirectBuy Open House. There, you1l team just how 
much the things you want and need for your home reaNy cost. Incredible savings, unmatched selection, 
exceptional service - you'll find it all at DirectBuy! 


DirectBuy 

SASKATOON ^ 


Learn more by requesting your FREE Idea Kit 
and a FREE Visitor's Pass to a showroom near you. 

Cain 877 683 3940 

Visit www.directbuysaskatoon£a 


Scan Here: 











COMMUNITY GARDENS 


Some know their grandparents 
had this knowledge, but 
their parents not so much. 
Gord Androsoff, whose own 
background is agriculture and 
biology, says many people 
under 30 are anxious to learn 
what they consider a life skill. 
Urban food production may 
indeed open the gate to a 
potential career. 


''Our community is not 
that far removed from 
agriculture, but we perceive 
having chickens within the 
city, for example, as going 
backwards'' says Gord. 
"Places like Vancouver see 
it as progress. Many cities 
across Canada are envious of 
our community gardens." What 
is required, he adds, are the 


kind of policy changes needed 
to allow more urban food 
production, access to land, 
and amendments to bylaws 
to allow a bountiful harvest 
from a variety of sources. 

Charlie Clark, a gardener 
himself, believes urban food 
production is critical. 

"In a time when our lives 
are increasingly mediated by 


technology and screens, I think 
that creating these places for 
people to put their hands on the 
earth together in the middle of 
a city is hugely important." 

Karin Melberg Schwier 



Prolific potatoes: "I rode my bike right by the garden so 
I'd stop to work a bit each day" says Linda Murphy. 
"There's nothing like being able to pluck a carrot 
or pull off a tomato that is absolutely pure, with no 
chemicals, it's espectatly wonderful for children to 
participate and enjoy the fruits of their labours." 



CD CREATIVE DOOR 

Raising the Standard 


Largest Seuection of 
Garage Doors in Canada 


We Offer: 

* A world of design choices * Designer door services 

• Irstallation ■ Ggrgge door openers 

* Maintenance & repairs - Produrts, iir^tall^bcin & service 

• Service C3lls • Gate conrponents 

^OOB - 4ist Street East 306,653,5886 www.creativedoorxom 
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Craig Sillipant (left) with 
Mark “Shack^' Loshack (right) 


HOME Food: BBQ 

NOTHING SAYS SUMMER LIKE SHACK STEAK ON THE GRILL 


We had it all planned out 
three months in advance. 
Since this would be the 
summer issue of Saskatoon 
HOME magazine, we wanted 
my food column to have a 
summer theme (especially 
considering that winter started 
at the beginning of October 
last year). It was time to rock 
a new season, so I asked Rock 
102's Mark "Shad?'" Loshack to 
show me how to do some laid 
back, yard-style barbecuing. 
However, when the deadline 
was fast approaching and 


spring still hadn't arrived, 
we determined that stupid 
Old Man Winter wasn't going 
to get the best of us, no sir! 
We decided to take it indoors 
and have our own summer 
kitchen party. 

We set up a grill in Shack's 
kitchen, where he also films 
the Shaw Cable TV show 
Cooked with Shack, and set 
about making believe that it 
was summer. We had to really 
concentrate on pretending, 
especially when we had to 
take a break for Shack to run 


out and free his wife's car from 
the evil clutches of an icy snow 
bank out front. But we have 
good imaginations, so we 
had our own indoor summer 
barbecue where Shack showed 
me how to cook a marinated 
flat iron steak with a charred 
corn and cilantro salad on 
the side. 

Shack is host of Rock I02's 
Morning Show with Shack, 
Watson, & Whitney. He's 
a real dude's dude so I ask 
him, "Does being a whiz 
in the kitchen bode with 


that image?" 

"Hey, the ladies love a guy 
who can cook," Shack laughs. 

Shack figures that credit for 
his love of cooking goes to 
his mother and grandmother, 
simply because they never 
kicked him out of the kitchen. 

"I started when I was about 
four," Shack tells me, as he 
preps the grill. "I'd make French 
toast on Saturday mornings. 
I'd wear a brown paper lunch 
bag on my head to pretend 
I was a chef. I watched The 
Galloping Gourmet instead 





for the kitchen 


Lawson Hoi9^lts Moll 242-3226 

& The Ce-ntre Moll 664-3226 
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HOME FOOD: BBQ 


of Bugs Bunny. He'd drink 
more wine than he used in 
his recipes!" 

Of course, most of us 
know the Shack on the radio, 
something that he came to in 
a similarly self-made manner. 
Cooking and broadcasting were 


his passions, though he never 
had forma! training in either 
and worked his way up the 
[adder to the coveted morning 
person chair in Saskatoon. 

We get down to the business 
of cooking and Shack shows 
me the ingredients for the 


marinade. He got the recipe 
from Executive Chef Drew 
Hornell at the lavish Delta 
Bessborough Hotel, and then 
modified it to his liking. 

''There are basics to 
everything" Shack explains. 
"I like to take a great recipe and 


then throw in my own things'' 
As I watch him eyeball some 
of the measurements, I really 
get a sense of his cooking style 
- it's down-to-earth and high- 
quality without having to take 
himself too seriously, just like 
Shack himself. 



wwvl.north8nif}replacGi 

306 - 24 ^- 277 ^; 

Showroom a! 4;^^ 
2206 Speers^A^lflu^S^ 
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HOME FOOD; BBQ 



It's an Interesting rennmder of how a 
chefs personality goes into his cooking. 

After he puts the corn on the grill. Shack 
shows nne how to make the marinade, a 
mix of orange juice, olive oil, peppercorns, 
various spices, and liquid smoke (see recipe). 

lot of people don't like to use the liquid 
smoke because they think ifs processed,'" 
Shack explains. "But look at the ingredients: 
water and smoke." 

He mixes all the ingredients together and 
I help him pour it into a plastic bag, which 
we then insert the steak into. However, like 
a trueTV chef, he actually has one ready 
that he prepared 24 hours ago so that 
the marinade could permeate the meat 
itself. His family gets to eat all the meals 
he preps forTV, so ifs win-win for them. 

He puts the meat on the grill, a 
wonderfully huge piece of steak, searing 
both sides, before turning down the heat 
slightly to cook the inside properly. 

"I buy al! my meat at Prairie Meats, to 
keep it focal," he says. 

While the steak is cooking, we make 
the salad, starting with cutting the now 
charred kernels off the corn into a bowl. 
Shack chops a few more ingredients, and 
we add Roma tomatoes, an orange pepper, 
chopped cilantro, arugula, some salt and 
pepper, and lemon juice and olive oil. 

When the steak is done, we take it off 
the grill, let it rest for a few minutes, then 
slice it into thin strips {making sure to cut 
against the grain). Ifs a beautiful medium 
rare. Shack brings the leftover marinade 
to a boil to kill any bacteria from the raw 
meat, and then pours it over the steak, a 
sauce to further those flavours. 

Shack and I talk about what makes his 
menu choice today a particularly "summery" 


meal, beyond the fact that a nicely grilled 
steak and charred com would remind anyone 
of barbecue season. 

"Well, the citrus in the marinade really 
comes out" explains Shack, "which, of 
course, gives you a light, summery feeling" 

I grab a fork and dig in, and he's right. 
The marinade does have a summer flavour 
of citrus, but another thing I notice is the 
peppercorns, which have softened in the 
marinade overnight, lending a yielding, 
peppery accent to the dish.The smoke also 
comes through, but the great thing about 
this marinade is that ifs subtle so while 
you get all these flavours and textures 
working in unison, they also prop up the 
hero of the dish, which is the meat itself. 
Everything works together, a concerto of 
the grill. 

The side salad is a feathery compliment to 
the more robust steak; for starters, adding 
to the summer theme, ifs an explosion 
of beautiful colour, greens and oranges 
and reds, like a garden on the plate. As 
well, the light dressing mixed with that 
bright cilantro flavour reminds me of a 
soft, summer breeze on my tongue. 

Hopefully the weather is nice when you 
read this, and you can recreate this meal on 
your own deck, with your actual barbecue. 
Because on the so-called "spring" day that 
Shack showed me how to prepare these 
delectable dishes, when I closed my eyes 
for just a moment and tasted them, I could 
almost feel summer. I can only imagine what 
experience you'll have creating it for your 
friends or family on an actual wonderful 
barbecuing day. 

Craig Siiliphant 


THERECIPES 


Shack's Charred Corn and 
Cilantro Summer Salad 
2 ears of corn (grilled and the 
kernels cut off) 

2 Roma tomatoes 
1 orange pepper 
chopped cilantro 
arugula 

1:1 mixture of olive oil 
and lemon juice 
salt & pepper _ 


SHACK'S MARINATED 
FLAT IRON STEAK 


2 tsp paprika^^^^^^^^^" 
2 tsp chili powder 
2 tsp garlic powder 
2 tsp onion powder 
2 tsp old bay seasoning 
T tsp ginger (grated) 

3tbsp brown sugar 
1 tbsp peppercorns 
1 tsp Italian seasoning 

1 cup orange juice 
2ti3sp Qliveoil 

2 thsp soya sauce 
V4lsp liquid smoke 
2 tsp mustard 

1 thsp molasses 

1 tsp hot sauce 

(optional, but Shack loves it!) 

1 tbsp vinegar 

And of course, 1 flank or 

fiat iron steak 

Combine all the marinade 
ingredients in a bowl, and then 
pour into a large ziplock bag. 
Add the steak, squeeze out all 
the air, then zip it shut. Put the 
bag in the fridge for about 24 
hours. When barbecuing, make 
sure the grill temperature is 
around 500 degrees, sear both 
sides for 2 minutes, and then 
decrease heat to about 400 
degrees. Let the steak cook for 5 
to 0 minutes per side (depending 
on the degree of doneness you 
require). Remove meat from grill, 
let rest under foil for about ten 
minutes, then slice (against the 
grain), and serve. 
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HOTEL 


A luxury boirtiquF hotel In downtown SAskatoon. 

670 SPADUMACkESCEIVT WT | 306-244444^ I th^ArTK:$hc^eUj| 



Plumbrng, Hearth & Decor Ltd. 

by Aquf^r 

Saskatoon's Newest 

Plumbing & Fireplace Showroom 


Kitchen, Bath, Fireplace & Decor 
Proud Supporter of the Pink House 




nOVOnni ^hmkjmSfmdard 

St fie thsl ^«rii 5 Belts-r 

242*3594 

122A Venture Crescent 

www.flo-essence.com 
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HOMEtown Reflections 


The Broadway Bridge officially 
opened, just eleven frantic months 
after construction began. 
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Photo Courtesy: City of Sasitatoon Archives 


The Bessborough Hotel as seen through an arch 
of the newly completed Broadway Bridge. 


Although the "Roaring 70s'' 
probably didn't roar quite as 
loudly in Saskatoon as they 
did elsewhere, it was still a time 
of prosperity and optimism. 
The city's economy had been 
stumbling since the Great Bust of 
1913, and through the war years 
and recession thatfolowed.The 
early 1920s had been a period 
of recovery and rebuilding. By 
1925, we were finally shaking 
ourselves free from our long, 
economic winter, and in the 
late 70s, during the '"Second 
Boom," as it is sometimes called, 
Saskatoon shone. 

It was a period of high 
expectation in these parts. 
Saskatchewan residents boasted 
one of the highest net incomes 
in the world in 1928. Saskatoon's 


population, which had shrunk 
after 1912, was growing again. 
City crews were hard at work 
putting in much-needed 
infrastructure - laying sewer and 


water pipe, stringing electrical 
lines, pouring sidewalks and 
gravelling and paving streets. 
Air travel was all the rage. 
Saskatoon's first "air harbour," 
run by the Saskatoon Aero Club 
with a grant from the city, went 
into service in the late 1920s, 
part of Canada's rapidly growing 


national airways network. Even 
the real estate speculators - 
forgetting the lessons of 1913 
-were again buying up property 
in the hopes of a quick resale. 


The future looked very bright 
indeed. 

ANewLirtk Needed 

But we desperately needed 
a new bridge. Saskatoon has 
always been the City of River- 
Crossing Devices, beginning with 
the first ferry service established 


in 1884. By 1929, there were 
two bridges for vehicles - the 
1907 Traffic Bridge, and the 
University Bridge, which had 
been finished in 1916. But 
Saskatoon's population had 
more than doubled since then, as 
had the number of cars. As well, 
streetcars were still crossing on 
the narrowTraffic Bridge, with its 
steep climb up the Long Hill on 
the Nutana side, and ticklishly 
sharp bend at the end; the 
scene of a number of minor and 
one very major derailment, in 
1922, that saw a streetcar go 
end-over-end down the riverbank 
to the ice below. 

So when theTown Planning 
Board was established in 1927, 
one of its recommendations was 
for a new traffic bridge lH" 


Saskatchewan residents boasted one of the 
highest net incomes in the world in 1928. 
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The good liie^enmtely 
doesn’t include a snow 


You re five minutes away from a 
North Ridge home right now. 

30 years of builain^!^mses all over 
Saskatoon and in tdwns'SSSf 


Daxton 

In Silverspring 

I Sta 


Call David 
306.281.8029 

dleatherdale@northridge.sk. ca 


Serenity Polnte 

In Stonebrid 




$192 


900 


$182 


Start 


000 


Call Tern 

306.222.5280 


tleatherdaIe@northndge.sk.ca 





Trisha London 

306 , 227,7471 

tlondon@northridge .sk, c a 


Daryl Renneberg 

306.371.0777 

drenneberg@northridge.sk. ca 



HCir 


Kelly Pidwerbeski [0 

306.370.1981 

kpidwerbe ski@northridge. sk. ca 



Steve Little 

306.361.3900 

slittie@northridge. sk.ca 


North,^S^ 

northridge.sk.ca 
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306.242.2434 
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Have a renovation in mind? 


Arranging time lines, 
budgets, supplies, 
subcontractors, 
permits, licenses.. 


There is a lot to 
coosidei' when 
RENOVATING 
and WINMAR 
Is hens to make 
everything 
progress 
smoothly! 

_ i 




CalE us today to schedule your sprinig project 

306 - 956-0000 


www..wfiimar.ca/sasl«atoon 



Saskatoon Custom 
Garage Interiors Inc 


C^tirjiels by Custoin G^r^g« Intc-rioni Inc. 

-16 gii^ge 5t«i CftbJn^U by 
- PQjy^SP^rtic FJpor Cwling 


3122 A Millar Ave. 033-4320 
www.customgarages.ca 



to connect Broadway with the 
downtown. That report was 
completed in 1929, the same 
year the RoaringTwenties ended 
with a stock market crash, and 
Saskatoon, along with the rest 
of the world, fell headlong into 
the Great Depression. 

The Broadway Bridge 
is, therefore, a child of the 
Depression, even if it was 
conceived in the euphoria of 
the decade before. In 1930, w^h 
the unemptoyment rolls growing 


ominously, it and the 19th street 
railway underpass (demolished 
in 2006) were proposed as 
make-work projects for men 
on relief. The city appointed 
C.J. Mackenzie, Dean of the 
University of Saskatchewan 
Co liege of Engineering, to head 
up the project. Design work was 
done by U of S engineering 
graduates, and all but two of the 
construction engineers were also 
U of S graduates.The budget 
was $850,000. $360,000 of that 


70 Saskatoon HOME 


SUMMER 2013 




















HOMEtown Reflections 



Photo Counasy: City of Saskatoon Arc/i/wss 


$3750, depending on the size 
of the man's family.This was so 


indeed, this provision had been 
in all city contracts for a year. 


The Broadway Bridge is, therefore, a child of 
the Depression, even if it was conceived in the 
euphoria of the decade before. 


came from the city and the rest 
from the federal and provincial 
governments. Funding was in 
place by the end of November 
and work began on December 
28> 1931. 

Depression Dollars at Work 

A total of 1,593 men worked 
on the bridge. Only married men 
were hi red .They worked 7-hour 
shifts, and the men were rotated 
out when they had reached a 
monthly maximum of $25.00 to 


as to spread the money out as 
far as possible. For the same 
reason, as much of the work 
as could be, was done by hand. 


As one historian has written, 
"In hard times, the machine 
became an enemy." 

The work went on, day and 


night, Sundays and holidays, 
without stopping.The winter 
of 1932 was particularly bad, 
with temperatures regularly 
dropping below -30 C, and 
cold winds tearing at the men 
as they trundled their endless 
wheelbarrow loads of concrete 
along the high, narrow catwalks 
out Id where the piers were being 
poured. Still the work went on. 
The piers were finished in March 
- and how the men must have 
breathed a sigh of relief I®" 
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11:30 am, Nov. 11, 1932 - Saskatoon's newest 
bridge officially opens to traffic. 


with the end of winter that 
year - and the retaining walls 
and approach spans were poured 
that spring. The arches and 
the bridge floor were poured 
over the summer and fall, and 
on November 11, 1932, the 
Broadway Bridge officially 
opened, just eleven frantic 
months after construction began. 

Like the University Bridge 
just downstream, the Broadway 
Bridge is an open spandrel 
deck arch bridge. It is made of 
reinforced concrete and is about 
1250 feet long - 650 feet of which 
is over water - and 65 feet wide. 
With a grade of four percent, it is 
Saskatoon's steepest bridge. Also 
like the University Bridge, tracks 
were laid down it for the street 
cars of the Saskatoon Municipal 
Railway. Unlike the University 
Bridge, these tracks were actually 
used, starting in the summer of 
1933, when the streetcar routes 
were shifted to cross the river 
on the Broadway Bridge instead 


of theTraffic Bridge. 

Construction of the bridge 
successfully distributed $324,000 
in wages to Saskatoon's 
unemployed households, 
or about $200 for each man 
who worked on it. Almost all 
of the materials used in the 
construction were sourced 
locally from companies such as 
John East Ironworks, Richardson 
Road Macfiinery, C.H. Wentz 
Lumber, Mackenzie andThayer, 
and Scott's Machine Shop.This 
helped spread the money even 
farther through the community. 

An Overarching Symbol 

The Broadway Bridge is a 
Saskatoon icon, and justifiably 
so. Like the elegant Bessborough 
Hotel just downstream, it 
is symbolic of the Great 
Depression, and the way we 
held on - sometimes, it seemed, 
by fingernails alone - through 
the darkest years the city had 
seen to date. It is I©' 
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fitting that the Bessborough, 
seen through an arch of the 
Broadway Bridge, is the most 
single most photographed view 
in Saskatoon. City Council even 
once dtrected the City Engineer 
to determine the best location 
on the riverbank for taking 
that exact shot, with the idea 
of putting a pedestal there so 
that visitors could simply put 
their camera down, press the 
button, and get a professional 
quality photo every time. 

For those who lived through 
it the Great Depression was not 
great at all. In 1932, one person in 
five in Saskatoon was receiving 
some kind of government 
hand-out just to survive. Single 
unemployed men were being 
herded into government-run 
concentration camps or into 
work camps up north. It was a 
period of quiet and sometimes 
not-so-quiet desperation. But 
right in the middle of it, 


Saskatoon built the prettiest 
bridge on the prairies. How is 
that for a triumph of human 
spirit? 


Jeff O'Brien 


A view from atop the Bessborough hotel as a streetcar 
crosses the new bridge in the summer of 1933. 


Built in response to the 
econoirtic devastation 
of the Great Depression, 
Saskatoon's Broadway 
Bridge is the most 
photographed of the city's 
bridges. Although most 
of the costs were paid by 
the federal and provincial 
governments. It is truly 
a "made in Saskatoon" 
structure, and a reminder 
that things which are 
useful can also be 
beautiful. 



Photo Courtesy: City of Saskatoon Archives 
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Top 10 Definitely Don'ts of Landscaping 


1. Don t Start Without a Plan 
Seems obvious, but ifs 
surprising how many of us 
leap first and think later. A plan 
will save you time, money and 
frustration, allowing you to 
spot pitfalls and bad ideas 
before you start spending 
money. You1l also be less likely 
to change your mind halfway 
through. Plus, for big projects, 
advance planning will help you 
do the job in stages. And you 
probably won't have to re-do 
things nearly as often. On the 
other hand, you know what 
they say: "Good judgment 
comes from experience, and 
a lot of that comes from bad 
judgment" So take your pick. If 


you don't know where to start, 
hiring a landscape designer 
is a very valuable resource 
to set you on the right track. 
You can then take that plan 
and bring it to life yourself or 
hire someone to help. 

2. Don't Build It If You Can't Take 
Care of It 

The problem with that 
beautiful garden oasis you just 
finished building is that if you 
don't stay on top of it, it will 
turn into an untamed beast, 
a raging monster instead of 
a peaceful, backyard retreat. 
If you've ever read Stephen 
King's The Shining, you'll 
know just how ugly it can get 


when good gardens go bad. 
The trick is to build what you 
have time to maintain. Your 
backyard should be a place 
you go to heal your stress, not 
one that causes you stress. 
Tweak your dream a little if 
you have to. 

2. Don't Plant It if You Don't Have 
Room For It 

Plants are like puppies - 
they're cute, but they pee all 
over the carpet and chase the 
neighbour's cat. Probably if 
your plants are doing those 
things, you should be buying 
them from somewhere else. But 
trees and bushes do grow, and 
sooner or later that darling little 


evergreen will be knocking the 
wind out of you every morning 
when it comes bounding into 
the room and jumps up on 
the bed. So think ahead. Our 
friends at Sawyer's said, "Don't 
plant it so close to your patio 
that you can touch it when it 
is only two feet tall." 

4. Don't Bo Static 

Your landscape needs some 
movement. Straight lines are 
dreary. A curved path slows 
down the eye and foot and 
adds interest. Plus, if you've 
got something to hide behind, 
it's way easier to jump out and 
scare the mailman that way. 
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TOP 10 DEFINITELY DONTS OF LANDSCAPING 


5. Don't Ignore the Front Yard 

A nice front yard gives you 
that all-important "curb appeal.'" 
It also improves your neigh¬ 
bourhood. Everybody wins. 

6. D 0 II t Wait Until Afterwards to 
Install the Sprinkler System 

I know. You're thinking, "Who 
would do that?" Just take it 
from me. Sprinklers,THEN sod. 

7. Don't Start and End With Sod 
While it's true that a nice bit 

of close-cropped turf is a 
must-have if you like to kick 
a soccer ball around or have 
a real thing for croquet, but 
why stop there? Xeriscaping, 
natural plantings, water 
features, vegetable gardens, 
fruit trees ... the list of creative 
and interesting things you can 
do with your yard that don"t 
involve mowing lawns is 
nearly endless. 

8. Don't Clutter 

Keep your perennials and 
flowerbeds simple at first 
and figure on adding and 
subtracting down the road. 

9. Don 1 Stumble Around in the Darh 
Yards are for nighttime too. 

Light it up! Lights are cool, i<&" 
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TOP 10 DEPINriELY DON TS OF UVNDSCAPING 


lights arefua lights make neat 
shadows and add mystery and 
texture. A little good planning 
wi II he! p you work out the best 
way to light your yard. 

10. Don't Cheap Out on Your Dirt 
Plants need good dirt. If 
you're building a motocross 
track in your back yard, go 
for the cheapest fill you can 
find. But if youYe hoping to 
grow things, pay the extra for 
topsoil with the appropriate 
amendments (manure, peat 
moss, compost or whatever). 
This will be different depending 
on what you're doing, so ask: 
those nice folks at the garden 
store wil I have the a nswers. 


With thanks to Norm and ies at 
Sawyer's Trees and Landscapes tor 
their assistance with this article. 

Jeff O'Brien 
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